Born to Die. Born Again...to Live!
John 3:1-15
Walking with Jesus Series

3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 2 this man came to Jesus
at night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus responded and said to him, “Truly, truly, | say to
you, unless someone is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4 Nicodemus *said to Him, “How can a person be born when he is old? He cannot enter his mother’s
womb a second time and be born, can he?”® Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless someone
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. ¢ That which has been born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which has been born of the Spirit is spirit. ” Do not be amazed that I said to you,
‘You must be born again.” 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it is coming from and where it is going; so is everyone who has been born of the Spirit.”

God specializes in finding and changing people we consider out of reach. It took a while for
Nicodemus to come out of the dark, but God was patient with this “undercover” believer.

Afraid of being discovered, Nicodemus made an appointment to see Jesus at night. Daylight
conversations between Pharisees and Jesus tended to be antagonistic, but Nicodemus really
wanted to learn. He probably got a lot more than he expected — a challenge to a new life! We
know very little about Nicodemus, but we know that he left that evening’s encounter a changed
man. He came away with a whole new understanding of both God and himself.

Discussion Questions:
1. Tell the story of when you encountered Jesus. How did that change your life?
2. When people you know find out that you are a follower of Jesus, how do they react? How does
that make you feel?
3. God looks for steady growth and not instant perfection. How well does your present level of
spiritual growth match up with how long you have known Jesus?

“...but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that by believing you may have life in His name.”
John 20:31



